










The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/33066  holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation 
 
Author: Millman, N.J. 
Title: Beyond the doors of the synagogue : self-perceptions of Jewish identity in a 
modern Canadian society 
Issue Date: 2015-05-26 
INVITATION
 
For the public defence of 
the PhD thesis entitled
 
BEYOND THE DOORS OF  
THE SYNAGOGUE: 
SELF-PERCEPTIONS OF JEWISH IDENTITY  



































Beyond the Doors of the Synagogue




Noah J. Millman (1983) is originally from Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada where he obtained his BA (Psychology) from the University of 
British Columbia. In 2007, he moved to the Netherlands where he 
completed his first Master’s (MA – World Religions / Psychology of 
Religion) and continued on to a second Master’s (MSc – Social & 
Organizational Psychology) and current PhD (Psychology of Religion) at 
the Universiteit Leiden.
 
Noah works at the Universiteit Leiden – Campus Den Haag as an 
instructor for the Bachelor International Studies (BAIS) BA program and 
is also an instructor and coordinator at the Universiteit van Amsterdam 
for the Politics, Psychology, Law & Economics (PPLE) BSc program.
BEYOND THE DOORS OF THE SYNAGOGUE
 
This book presents a mode by which to discuss and assess Jewish 
religious participation and religious group membership as a social 
phenomenon through the lens of social identity theory. It includes 
analyses and discussion of minority groups’ self-perception within 
broader national contexts, self-esteem as a result of religious 
group membership, and the dichotomy between religious in-group 
identity and active belief. If we are able to distinguish ‘belief’ 
from ‘belonging’ relative to institutional religions, we might better 
accommodate the needs and values of these groups. This 
book focuses on a Canadian group of secular Jews, combining 
quantitative and qualitative methods to illuminate how religious 
identity, connection and membership affect daily modern life.
